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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 09177 


PASS STR ELECTRONICALLY FOR POMERANZ 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, GATT 

SUBJECT: GATT PANEL ON THROWN SILK 
REF: GENEVA 8565 

1 . GATT PANEL ON THROWN SILK MET IN CLOSED SESSION 
OCTOBER 21. PANEL WAS UNABLE TO COMPLETE WORK AND WILL 
RECONVENE NOVEMBER 2. (PANEL UNABLE TO MEET WEEK OF 
OCTOBER 24 BECAUSE TWO MEMBERS ARE OUT OF TOWN ON WORK 
ASSIGNMENTS.) 

2. WE HAVE LEARNED THAT JAPANESE HAVE INDICATED TO 
PANEL THAT THEY EXPECT THE PANEL TO CALL A SESSION 
WHERE THE TWO PARTIES CAN REBUT EARLIER ARGUMENTS. WE 
QUESTIONNED JAPANESE REGARDING THIS AND THEY REPLIED 
THAT THIS HAS BEEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING FROM THE BEGINNING. 
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AT IIRST MEETING OF PANEL THEY INDICATED THEY WOULD NOT 
RESPOND TO U.S. POINTS AT THAT TIME BUT WOULD WISH 
OPPORTUNITY FOR FUTURE REBUTTAL. THEY ARE NOW INSISTING 
THAT PANEL RECONVENE PARTIES. WE HAVE INDICATED TO 
PANEL AND TO JAPANESE THAT WE DO NOT FAVOR ANOTHER 
MEETING SINCE WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD ADD TO THE 
ARGUMENTATION ALREADY ON THE TABLE. WE HAVE SAID, 
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HOWEVER, THAT WE WOULD ABIDE BY ANY DECISION THE PANEL 
MAKES IN THIS MANNER. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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